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Dearest Friends, 

We trust that all of you had a wonderful Christmas and New 

Year. We enjoyed family time together and there is nothing 

better than that. I do not allow myself to dwell too much on all 

the gifts we give and receive but I do think of those who have 

nothing when we have everything. 

I was recently sent an article on wealth in the church.  Let us 

first of all take the Catholic church which has amassed untold 

wealth over the ages and in comparison to what they have 

accumulated they have given very little to promote the Gospel 

or change the situations of the poor in the nations of the world.  

In fact, much of their wealth has been gained by taking from the 

poor especially in the third world nations.  Soon after I was 

saved I was told that if you were poor you had no faith.  How do 

you preach that message in Africa or parts of South America, 

Central America or far east Asia?  You cannot and if you cannot 

preach it there then it cannot be preached anywhere because 

there is only one Gospel for everyone. I believe that God wants 

us to cover our needs and to have something over to bless 

someone else.  As I have taught in the Bible School in Malawi 
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I have realized that they have very little but are content and as 

they are learning the Word they are also learning to share with 

each other.  I watch as we feed the elderly and I see them share 

their food with those who are not on the list and do not get. 

Many of them share with little children who are orphaned. 

In the West we are given an overabundance for the most part 

and much of it is squandered on material things. Where are we 

building our treasure?  For many of us it is here on earth!  We 

give out of an abundance instead of giving until it begins to 

concern us that WE might go short. We are so stingy we think 

10% is enough.  As I have said before, we need to be careful 

where we invest our finances.  So many of us just say that once 

it is out of our hands then the rest is between the receiver and 

God.  That is not the case – God holds the giver responsible as 

well.  In the world I do not invest in something unless there is 

gain.  It is the same with the Kingdom – we need to ensure that 

whatever we give here on earth will not burn as wood, hay and 

stubble when that great day comes. Let us make sure that we 

are building for the Kingdom’s sake. We have to learn that we 

cannot out give 
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We, Alabaster Ministries 
are based in the United States with a tax-

deductible status under 501(c)(3). 

We also have representation in the 

United Kingdom and are covered by 

Stewardship Services  

Our representatives there are Michael 

and Penny Shellswell. 

Phone: +44-7780-383452 

In Malawi we have Oresti and Julie 

Yiannakis who are a wonderful support 

and without whom it would be extremely 

difficult for us to operate. 

Our staff comprise of local Malawians, 

and volunteer staff in the USA and UK. 

It is our belief that we should train the 

locals to one day be able to totally run 

every aspect of the ministry in their 

nation and to train the next generation to 

one day take over while we support and 

give advice where needed. 

God has blessed us with an amazing team 

of people who are always ready and 

willing no matter what comes against us. 

God is in charge and is faithful when we 

are about His business. 

This is an exciting ministry to be a part 

of and we so appreciate your support. 

 

 

 

CONT from page 1…. 

God. Why do Christians give to 

worldly organizations in a time of 

upheaval?  There is flooding here so we 

give to the Red Cross – famine there so 

we give to World Food – pestilence 

here so we give to World Health…. 

These are worldly organizations who, 

for the most part do not even believe 

that there is a God.  I know because I 

have come across them all over Africa. 

Not only that, much of the finances 

they receive go toward unbelievable 

salaries for their workers and they must 

have the most updated equipment and 

vehicles they can possibly get.  There 

are many organizations out there that 

not only are careful with how their 

funds are spent but they preach the 

Gospel along with the aid they are 

giving.  Let the world take care of these 

situations and there is plenty of 

finances coming in from the world to 

do it.  If we must get involved, then 

make sure we chose the right 

organization where we are sure the 

Gospel is being preached as well.  That 

makes us responsible givers. That 

builds us treasure in heaven.  I want to 

be able to throw my treasure at the feet 

of Jesus when I get to heaven. 

This year must, once again, be a year of 

increase.  We want to build at least ten 

cottages for the elderly and to finish the 

church/community center in Tengani.  

The Tengani church is growing very fast 

but still meets under a tarp roof in all 

kinds of weather.  We must have 

dormitories for the Bible School and a 

cottage for ourselves so that we are not 

in tents when it rains, or the temperatures 

climb to 106℉.  We have two wells to 

dig at a cost of $5,000 each and we 

would like to install solar pumps and 

tanks so that the elderly do not have to 

pump by hand.  The headquarters for 

Grundfos are not from here so I will 

visit.  Please pray that I find favor and at 

least get a great discount if not a donated 

pump and solar panels. 

So, along with the buildings, we are 

teaching the Word to children, youth, 

ladies groups, pastors and the elderly.  

We are also planning on getting into the 

local primary school once a week to 

teach the Gospel for an hour.  We have 

the permission of the principal so there 

is nothing to stop us. 

I know that we are a small organization, 

but we are worth it and you are building 

your treasure in heaven. 

 

 

 

Website 

www.rozheyns.org 

Email alabastermin@aol.com

Email rozheyns@gmail.com 

Telephone (636)358-4615 

CONTACT US 

You can support this exciting 

and vibrant ministry by 

sending checks to: 

Alabaster Ministries 

8514 N Donna Ct 

Kansas City, MO 64153 

OR__________________ 

Via the web site direct to 

PayPal. 

  

Dancing with the elderly        Land at Tengani for the church 
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ALABASTER WAY FORWARD 2018 

This is a very exciting ministry to be 

linked to as things are happening 

speedily! But how, in this New Year can 

we see the ministry moving forward? 

Everyone who subscribes to this 

Newsletter is a contributor - be it in 

prayer, telling others what we are doing or 

in financial support. 

We have 400 elderly who need caring for 

and they are still our top priority. There 

are 24 pastors receiving sound Biblical 

teaching. There are women’s groups 

developing through whom children also 

are hearing the truth of God’s Word and 

we are working to get girls into school to 

help stop the physical sexual abuse they 

suffer and there is out-reach to the young; 

but what more can we do? 

We need helpers to build these little 

homes for the elderly - the tragedy of 

Janet’s old and almost roofless home 

collapsing just before Christmas was 

heart-breaking, but she is one of so many. 

Anyone able to help with the building for 

even two weeks would be a tremendous 

encouragement. We have now bought a 

brick machine which is turning out some 

70 - 80 good quality bricks per day. 

As we have seen many times, the 

infrastructure is almost non-existent, and 

wells are urgently needed. 

Helping in the physical goes hand in hand 

with sharing the powerful Word of God. 

Is there anyone on the face of this earth 

who needs salvation? Is there anyone who 

needs healing? Is there anyone who needs 

deliverance? 

How many orphans are there? How many 

are there dying of starvation? How many 

drug addicts are there? We could go on. 

Are you who are reading this a 

believer in Jesus Christ? Then you 

are the very person Jesus is longing 

to work through – age is no 

handicap!! 

There is power in His Gospel to 

bring salvation. There is power in 

His Word to bring healing. There is 

power in His Word to set people 

free. There is power in His Word to 

give the strength required. 

Jesus came to heal the broken-

hearted. 

We hear many people saying they 

are waiting for a special word or call 

from the Lord to know what He 

wants them to do. This is tragic 

because not only are they not 

fulfilling that for which He created 

them, but also because everything 

He has called us to is clearly 

revealed in His Word. 

Matt 28 v 19 Go ye therefore, and 

teach all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

Mark 16 v 17 – 18 And these signs 

shall follow them that believe; In my 

name shall they cast out devils; they 

shall speak with new tongues; They 

shall take up serpents; and if they 

drink any deadly thing, it shall not 

hurt them; they shall lay hands on 

the sick, and they shall recover. 

John 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, He that believeth on me, the 

works that I do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he 

do; because I go unto my Father. 

This is a general call to everyone 

who is a believer and out of our 

obeying the general call a more specific 

role will develop. Some are called to be 

pastors, some evangelists, some teachers, 

some helpers, and so on. 

I think we all must be aware that we are 

living in the last days of the End Times. 

The one world religion is nearly in place, 

the one world order is nearly in place; the 

divide between good and evil is 

increasingly obvious, and everything is 

moving at great speed towards the return 

of Jesus. The signs are all here of 

everything that is written in the Word.  

As believers it is an exciting time to be 

alive and a great privilege too, we could 

have been born hundreds of years ago 

but, the Lord chose us to be born now, 

alive now, for a purpose! 

Charles Finney (1792 -1875) the famous 

American evangelist, had two very 

faithful men constantly in prayer for his 

mission outreaches. When one later died 

he noticed that much of the power went 

too. Later after the other faithful man 

died he discovered this written in this 

second man’s diary: he found that the 

exact order of the burden laid upon 

Clary's heart was the order in which each 

blessing was poured out upon his, 

Finney's, ministry. 

Wow that clearly shows the incredible 

responsibility the Lord lays on the heart 

of His faithful intercessors and why you, 

reading this, are so valued – thank you. 

Charles Spurgeon (1834 - 1892) said 

“Have you no wish for others to be 

saved? Then you are not saved 

yourself.” 

Paul’s whole passion was to share the 

gospel – is that our passion? It is very 

clear that nothing happens without prayer 

and so, that must be the place we start. 

CONT on page 4…… 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Penny preaching to the elderly  Roz and Penny relaxing before distribution        Roz dancing with the children 



You would be surprised how cunning the false 

ones can be!! 

On the other hand, we do need to do more 

outreach. Some of our young pastors are already 

doing it under their own initiative which is 

fantastic. But again, there needs to be 

organization to have some serious follow up in 

place – this needs planning and training to 

establish some structure. 

We’ve spoken before about the infrastructure – 

it is non-existent!! There is no running water and 

the wells can be some distance away. The elderly 

in Chididi must walk about ½ a mile to a mile 

down the mountain to the nearest well and then 

carry their water back up – on a daily basis! 

Roz sleeps in a tent, albeit on a mattress, but this 

too needs to be rectified. I am given the luxury 

of a camp bed as I cannot physically get down to 

the ground. So, you can see there is still a lot to 

be done before we can truly get on more with the 

preaching of the Word. May I say again at this  
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CONT from page3… Penny’s report 

The ministry needs to train and equip small 

groups within the larger ministry. Jesus 

chose 12 disciples from all the disciples 

following Him. We need prayer to see those 

to whom greater responsibility and training 

can be given.  

400 elderly is a huge number to be catering 

for; many are responding wonderfully to the 

Word and in turn are praying with others and 

evangelizing. But we need wisdom to 

recognize the abusers, to know how to deal 

with them - those who complain and demand 

from us as if it was their right. 

We also need prayer for wisdom in dealing 

with the pastors - whom to give that extra 

responsibility to, who are the up and coming 

future leaders. Many around the area are 

hearing of the ministry and want to join in - 

is it because of what we can give them or 

because they have a passion for the Lord? 
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As members of the Board of Governors of Alabaster Ministries in Malawi, year 2017 

has been both challenging and rewarding. The challenge to breakthrough and raise 

responsible servants has not been easy but we are getting there faster than expected.  

This year we showed progress as youth leaders were released and they are finding 

their giftings and developing them. Moving forward is always tough as people like 

to remain with the stuff and in their comfort zones.  So, it was with the people of 

Israel as they came to the promised land.  Twelve spies were sent in and only two 

came back with a positive report. So many of us are a part of the ten who came back 

with negative reports – always looking to the arm of flesh and believing it cannot be 

done instead of resting in the arms of God and knowing it is He that does it. 

We, in Malawi, stand to be tested, and only by applying ourselves in faith to the task 

ahead, will we win through. Jesus promised, “I will always be with you,” and with 

this promise we forge ahead for His Kingdom. 

Julie and I are privileged to be here, to assist and experience in this. Pastor Roz, 

continue with the task the Lord has bestowed upon you and, God willing, we are 

there to support you. 

point, no-one is too old?! I had the 

pleasure of speaking my first ever 

message in a Malawian bush church on 

my 65th birthday – incredible experience 

and that was back in 2009! So please do 

feel you can join in – you’re never too old 

to serve the Lord!! 

The work is wonderfully exciting but, just 

like the book of Acts, various people need 

to be prayed into certain positions to 

ensure a smooth as possible journey 

forward for all of us. 

Malawi is a small nation of about 17 

million and is very open to the Gospel – 

so please work with us to reach out and 

see this nation as being a light to the 

nations around. The harvest is plentiful 

but the labourers are few! 

Thank you all for the part you play in this 

ministry and do please email in 

suggestions and  ideas. 

 

 


