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Dearest Friends,
We are so appreciative for all the prayers and support over the past
year. So much has been achieved even in the face of various attacks
that have been sent to hamper or even stop the work of the ministry.
God has blessed this ministry with an amazing administrator in Malawi
and under him all the various pastors who work unceasingly, not only
to take care of their own flock but also the elderly and the youth. All
areas are growing and healthy which is as it should be when God is
the focal point not just in the meeting places but in our very lives. It is
an amazing testimony that where there is incredible darkness, and
most of the areas in which we work are steeped in witchcraft which
has had its hold on the people for centuries, the light and love of God
so much more abounds because of the work of our pastors.
In the field we have a leadership group of three and a pastoral group
of twelve. Those numbers, to me, are very significant. It is astounding
what a discipleship group of twelve can do. The original twelve
touched the whole world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
I am tired of hearing excuses from people about why they cannot……
Now it is covid which has attempted to hold the whole world to
ransom for the past two years. This is nothing but a demonic hold that
has been spread to try to prevent the propagation of the Gospel. I well
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know what doctors maintain and I respect the fact that they are looking
at this from a scientific standpoint but there is always a spiritual aspect
which they ignore because science is “always right.” How many missions’
trips have been cancelled because of this plague? How many people
who were once staunch churchgoers have refused to go to church but
will still go shopping at the various department stores especially at this
time of year. The Word says, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves

together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so
much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” Heb 10:25. We need to
be there for each other even as Aaron was there for Moses and held his
arms up when Moses grew weary, as Joshua and Caleb stood together
after the twelve went in to spy out the land. In the Kingdom we cannot
stand alone but need someone to stand with us. Unity in the Body of
Christ is all important. When we stand alone it is easy for the wolves to
attack and bring us down but when we stand together there is an
unbreakable power. Of course, we always have the power of the Holy
Spirit, but God wants us to stand together as believers. Last, but
certainly not least I give thanks for Julie and Oresti Yiannakis who are
such faithful friends and supporters and the Directors of the ministry in
Malawi. These, Francis, Eric, Shadreck and you are all my support team
without them there would not be an Alabaster Ministries.
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Dearly Beloved,
Please receive blessings, complements of the season and a happy new year from all of us in Malawi.
We pray that this year has been a blessing to you and wish you and your families the best of
everything in the year 2022. The Lord has been so good to us and continues to preserve and see us
through day by day. We carry on despite the rigors of this pandemic continuing to present us with
diverse obstacles on a daily basis. We thank the Lord for preserving the underprivileged communities
who do not have adequate resources to sustain themselves let alone withstand any pandemic.
We mentioned in our recent report that we are currently going through a tense moment in Malawi.
The economic landscape has presented us with a serious situation that requires drastic adjustments
from both the central government and ordinary citizens. Rising frustrations in some quarters have
resulted in a surge of rallies demonstrating against rising prices of goods and services. However, we
continue to be largely influenced by the political and ethnic divide in our pursuit for equality and
better living conditions. I pray the Lord gives us the conviction to be united as a people and to
objectively construct solutions to address the situation at hand.
It is strange that we are so close to celebrating Christmas and have had very little or zero rainfall in
most parts of the country. Those who planted early have a crop in the field but no rains. There are
some concerns that Nsanje and Chikwawa might experience a longer dry spell and that will lead to
extreme grain shortages throughout 2022 in the region. We are praying for a favorable rain to avoid
landing in a situation where the elderly are extremely affected.
Following reports from Pastor Shadreck and Eric, I thought I should share something about waiting.
Human beings seldom ever enjoy waiting for something. There is nothing pleasant about waiting for
things, and most people become impatient, but waiting is a virtue and principle of life, and we can
learn to be patient in such circumstances. It is a reality we cannot do without because of self but we
must accept that it is going to happen repeatedly throughout our time in this world. Most people
have negative perspective towards waiting for anything; they become frustrated, lose focus or
concentration, they get annoyed, and sometimes lose their self-control. Benjamin Franklin once said,
“He that can have patience, can have what he will.” There is absolutely no ceiling to what we able to
accomplish when we have the patience to accept that sometimes some goals take time to be
realized.
There is no perfect example for perseverance than the story of Jacob fleeing Esau to Harran. He set
his mind to marry Rachael but there were strings attached. The recommendation for marrying her
was a seven-year work shift. Am sure by the seventh year the man was so eager to get married that
he did not have his wits about him. He woke up the morning after the wedding only to realize he
had been cheated out of his prize. The man was so determined to accomplish the goal he set out to
do and thus he accepted another seven-year shift of hard work to claim his prize. It took him fourteen
years but his tenacity to accomplish his goal was unwavering.
Continued on page 3….
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There were many other things Jacob had achieved that perhaps most
people considered to be enough too early, but that was not the goal he set
out to realize. He had the patience to work for it and persevere many
obstacles to reach his goal. Our highly advanced world today and our richly
educated minds which usually strive for instant gratification, makes it very
hard for us to comprehend “patience”. We seldom ever foster patience and
remain goal oriented to be unwavering in our daily endeavors to achieve
that which we set out to do.
I have come to realize, through my personal experiences; that the right
temperance can help us avoid making those hasty choices, help us reach
for the stars, that patience can help us shape and fine tune our abilities,
master our craft, transform our relationships, help us gain a positive
attitude, and also make us healthier when we realize that we cannot rush
life. Everything that was supposed to happen is happening at the pace you
determine and exactly as the Lord ordained it. We have come close to the
end of this year and perhaps some of us have accomplished most of what
we set out to do and perhaps there are those of us who have come short
in other pursuits; in what we wanted to achieve personally, spiritually,
financially, professionally, and so on. We must remember that there is
absolutely to ceiling to what we are able to accomplish so long as we stay
dedicated to the goals that the Lord has set for us and remain true to
ourselves knowing that the testing of our patience brings perfection.

We often think of the
phrase, “Waiting upon
the Lord” as being
synonymous
with
doing nothing besides
just waiting. The whole
world was brought to
a standstill in the
previous year as most
of
us
remained
hankered down in our
respective
homes
waiting for the pandemic to loosen its tight grip. Wewaiting
are all too familiar
with
for
the
the concept of waiting after having done enough
practicetoduring
pandemic
loosen the
its
unfavorable lockdowns.
tight grip.
Our definition of waiting is so different from what the Bible teaches. Biblical
waiting is not so much a passiveness or inactiveness, but it is demonstrated
by an active dependence on God. This is the sort of discipline we ought to
have in our lives. We must bear in mind that God’s answers are yes and
amen but that does not mean that what we pray for is always given right
there and then. Sometimes we wait a lifetime to see the hand of God
moving in our lives, neighborhood, families, and in the world around us.
What God does in our lives while we wait is often just as important as
whatever it is we are anticipating. The discipline is to trust regardless of an
unknown outcome, an unwavering spirit to persevere even when the road
starts to get rough, and the attitude to be active in prayer and supplications
while we wait for unmerited favor of God.
We have just finished doing all the recommended work in our fields and
planted them with the choicest seeds. All farmers now will wait all summer
for the harvest because we have done everything that needs to be done.
However, while we wait, we periodically tend to the fields, the work in the
field does not necessarily stop because we are waiting upon the Lord to
continue giving us a good rain so that we can have a bumper harvest.
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Those who earnestly wait upon the Lord go about fulfilling their
tasks with a confidence that as they work, the Lord will provide a
good harvest, and thus what we do as we are waiting upon the
Lord matters a great deal.
We boldly claim that God’s timing is the best when we do not have
the patience to wait upon Him. We like to take matters in our own
hands when we see that things are taking a little longer than we
anticipated. We have to remember that we are not entirely in
charge of our destiny otherwise we would be a hundred percent
certain of what today would look like twenty years from now. We
have to learn to trust His (GOD’s) wisdom and timing and that He
always comes through in His own time. I was sitting down by
Vihzina Benasi’s house which was under construction, and she said
to me, “I have been on the waiting list for a house three years, but
I never doubted this eventuality.” That was enough to increase my
faith. I thought here is a lady who might have easily lost hope. She
said to me that she never stopped praying, not for a single day.
Sometimes we struggle to accept that it is not easy, but it is good
to wait upon the Lord. Isaiah 40:31 goes against the fabric of our
modern society which always strives for convenient quick-fix
solutions. We must strive to attain the rest of God, to know that
God does all the work and fights our battles, we have to be patient
enough to wait upon Him, to completely trust in Him with
confidence knowing that His work in us increases our strength,
through this we will experience such a great move of God in our
lives and the entire body of Christ.

I have been spending much of my time teaching the youth and
holding house meetings with the elderly in the villages. I have
learned so much throughout the times I have been teaching. My
exciting discovery has been made while reading through the
letters of Paul in the New Testament of the Bible. Apostle Paul
radically spread the good news and was not shy to take on and
challenge idols of whatever culture of the region he was
ministering in. I believe we can effectively minister if we radically
challenge the idols in our hearts, the culture we have adopted, and
the fallacies that modern times has twisted the Gospel to be.
The traditions and customs of our land are certainly in direct
conflict with the living reality of Christ and some even a stumbling
block for sovereign freedoms. I have found that teaching against
the abominations of our culture makes you unpopular very
quickly. We must not waiver in our resolve to teach truth against
whatever odds there may be but rather persevere. This pandemic
has presented us ministers with some challenges and at times it is
really tough just to get up and go do what we are supposed to do
knowing full well that despite overcoming the reality of putting
ourselves at physical risk, we have to maneuver unfavorable
regulations too. So many have come close to giving up but the

“God who gives endurance and encouragement has given us the
same attitude of mind towards each other that Jesus Christ had

(Romans 15:5),” continues to preserve us and see us through. We
will continue to radically teach and stand in the gap for those who
need the most to hear of the wonderfulness of God and feel His
supernatural touch. We have all gone through trying times in these
past two years, and it seems that we have barely scratched the
surface. Just when things were beginning to get back to normal,
we have been hit by Omicron variant
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This has sent so many people into a state of panic and confusion.
It is also resulting in some serious distrust and theories towards
the vaccines. Our hope lies in the vividly clear word of God. Let us
therefore continue to do good for in due time we will reap so
much more, if we do not grow weary. Let us remain steadfast in
our wait for lasting solutions with confidence in the eternal word
of God, our everlasting solace. I strongly believe that the time has
come for so many of us who have been hiding in our comfort
zones to rise up and become great examples for many others to
follow. Christ gave us a great blueprint to follow, and the apostles
led their lives exemplifying that blueprint which the world
desperately needs today.
Ed Note: One of the meetings our pastors hold every day of the
week.
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We have ended the old year with three elderly in their
new cottages. What an amazing Christmas gift for
them and thanks to some of our supporters we have
raised enough finances for another ten houses to be
built in 2022 As we still continue to believe in the
money for another two wells, we are having 40 tons
of gravel delivered this week so we can begin on the
new center up in the mountains. The heat has been
astounding so far and during January/February they
usually rise even more. The first project for the center
is to build a house for Francis and guests. He is now
spending most of his time in the lower Shire and
should be able to spend it in as much comfort as is
possible. This land we are building on is up in the
mountains so is a little cooler than our other land in
the valley. Francis was staying there in a rented room
and had to leave because of the heat. Rough drawing
of the house but good enough for a builder to work
from. TIA This is Africa.
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